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No one saw the lighter side of motoring better than Russell Brockbank with his inspired 
cartoons. Here the C&SC team presents its 10 favourites from the family collection

Major road works

TOP
T E N 

Motoring magazines in the ’50s and ’60s 
would never have been the same with-
out Russell Brockbank’s marvellous 

sense of fun and deft drawing talent. Had his 
family not come to England from Ontario when 
he was 16, we might not have experienced Brock-
bank’s unique twist on post-war motoring or 
Major Upsett, the original grumpy old man. The 
adventures and mishaps of this bowler-hatted 
pest in his trusty 1946 Austin 8 Tourer were a 
highlight of The Motor every Wednesday morn-
ing. Luckily for enthusiasts, Brockbank had a 
special passion for cars as revealed by his exqui-
site pen work. Bubble car, Blower Bentley or 
Buick Roadmaster: all were instantly recognisa-
ble. Brockbank owned classics such as Porsche 
356 and Mini Cooper, but was always interested 
in new cars and his drive in a borrowed Jaguar 
XKSS (above) inspired several illustrations.

After leaving Chelsea School of Art Brock-
bank’s familiar style took a while to develop and, 
before WW2, his favoured medium was scraper-
board. After he became a contributor to The 
Motor, his style flourished and, in ’49, Brockbank 
was made art editor of Punch but never gave up his 
motoring links. He thrived on the atmosphere at 
Le Mans and always carried his sketchbook. 

Sadly Brock died young, at 66 in 1979, but his 
wonderful legacy means he won’t be forgotten. 
His relatives are launching a website plus a series 
of fine art prints, and an exhibition will feature at 
the Goodwood Revival from 1-3 September. 
See www.russellbrockbank.co.uk for more info

Above: Jim Clark loved 
Brockbank’s play on 
his farming roots. 
Clockwise, from left: lady 
motorists and young 
children were regular 
themes; fun with the 
introduction of roll-bars in 
Grand Prix racing 

Left: ‘First time in three days I’ve been 
able to take in the scenery.’ For Brockbank 
the road-equipped Bugatti Type 59 Grand 
Prix car was the ultimate machine. Above: 
hapless team gets lost on the Monte Carlo 
Rally

Clockwise, from above. No social group 
was safe from Brockbank – here mechanics 
seek revenge on sporty snobs; Major 
Upsett’s adventures in ‘cops and robbers’ 
sandwich and over humpbacked bridge; 
Longleat opening inspired Monkey 
Business


